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Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club   

June 2015 

If you have not had the opportunity to get the 

T-Bird out yet, here are some suggestions that 

you might want to consider. Today is the 22nd 

of May 2015 in just 14 days the 60th Anniver-

sary of the T-Bird will be celebrated at the All 

Ford Carlisle Nationals from the 5th to the 7th 

of June, You better sign up now or you will 

miss one of the biggest events of T-Bird cars 

and Clubs all across this country. 

Then if you miss that you can still catch some 

of the glamour on the 13th of June up in 

Pompton Plains, New Jersey at one of the 

best shows on the east coast. The All T-Bird 

NJTA Show from 9 am to 3 pm. These folks do 

a real bang up job in putting on this show.  

Hey I am still not done yet. Then you have  

your own LVTC Nazareth Days Show.  Starting 

with the planning picnic on July 11 at 4 pm 

picnic and planning session and then we are 

seeing a movie. The following weekend the on 

July 18 at 9 am is our own LVTC Show.  Look-

ing forward to seeing many Lehigh Valley 

members out to help out. And don’t forget, we 

are asking each of you to bring a basket of 

about $25.00 value for our basket raffle. This 

has been a big hit the past two years. Lets out 

do those two years with the biggest one yet.   

Now you ask what to have in them, it could be 

car, related it could be games or puzzles, It 

could be cooking ideas, it could be beauty 

things for the ladies. Those are just a few 

things I came up with just writing this, I am 

sure that all of you can come up with many 

more idea’s than I did.  

And if those are not enough, next is the one 

show that was born and bred right here in the 

LEHIGH VALLEY, DAS AWKSCHT FESCHT 

which means THE AUGUST FESTIVAL, just in 

case you are not Pennsylvania Dutch. Three 

days of Cars Cars Cars. Now fortunately if you 

have not  registered yet you still have until 

midnight, July 1 2015 to get your registration 

in. It is $15.00 per car and cars must be 25 

years or older. You can get the registration on-

line. Now there are 5 events to take your car 

to and have a good time with fellow car peo-

ple especially if they own THUNDERBIRDS !!!! 

 

Its June, Have you had your T-Bird Out Yet! 
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Hello Fellow Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club Members! 

June is finally here and warmer weather is abundant. The Jordan United Church of Christ 

Car Show went well despite the morning drizzle! Approximately 30 to 35 cars showed up 

but left at various times during the day. Pictures of some of the cars are shown later in this 

edition of THUNDERWORD. I used some “New Math” and donated Fifty Dollars to the 

Church. Karen was very appreciative. The Flea Market and Craft Show was fairly busy all 

day and of course their food stand was also very busy. 

 The following Day about 16 Thunderbirds showed up at Wind Gap. Not too bad considering 

it was supposed to rain. All toll, the show had 270 pre-registered cars show with 40 no-

shows. Tony did not have the Day of Show registration count yet when I spoke to him. 

Again, another good show and a lot of fun with our members who participated. A special 

thanks to Dwayne and Roger Behler for bringing and sharing their pop-up canopy, to allow 

us some shade! 

June will be another fun month! It starts off with our General Meeting at the Superior Res-

taurant on Tuesday evening, June 2nd, followed by All Ford Nationals at Carlisle, June 5th to 

7th! And then one of my favorite shows, The All Thunderbird Show hosted by the North Jer-

sey Thunderbird Association! So, if you have not been able to get out yet, there is a lot of 

choices in June! 

Hope to see you soon, 

 
Stay Safe, Cool and Healthy, 

Vince 
 
***  Remember to check our message center for updates and/or cancellations @ 610-218-1500  *** 

   

Board of Directors 

 

Jean Brendlinger (TBD)  

 Dennis Crago (484) 554-7669       

Jerry Engle  (610) 694-0728  

 Sandi Fries (610) 759-4997 

    Bill Ingraham  (610) 841-9021    

Gina Jones (TBD)                       

Mike Melnyk (610) 279-6279    

  Barbara Melnyk (610) 279-6279  

Alan Miller (484) 788-3931 

 

A Message from the Board 

  Well members here it is 60 years of Thunderbirds better known as the ALL FORD 

NATIONALS to be held in Carlisle Friday June 5th  to Sunday June 7th 2015 registration is 

now open.  This editor has been told that there are more T-Birds registered than ever be-

fore.  Hope to see as many LVTC members there as possible. 

 Because of the large number of people who are registered LVTC and ITC are ask-

ing for everyone to please wear your name badges. If you don’t have a name badge 

please let me know as soon as possible so that we can get you one before Carlisle.  

 The Officers and Board of Directors would like to take this chance to welcome 

Andre and Joanne Fredette, Wayne and Virginia Schaffer and Dan and Anna Mohry as new 

members. Please if you see these new members at any of our meetings or shows please 

make them feel welcome.  

 Don’t Forget next month is our annual NAZARETH DAYS SHOW  
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Please Note:  

Pertaining to the General 

Meeting and Board of Directors 

Meeting, if you plan to have 

dinner, please arrive at 

6:00pm, otherwise, the actual 

meeting starts at 7:00pm.    

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

May 26  2015 Board Meeting Borderline 

Restaurant  

Borderline Restaurant  

June 2  2015 General Meeting   6:00pm Dinner 7:00pm Meet-

ing Superior Restaurant 102 

State RD & Main St. Emmaus-

PA 18049 (610)965-5750  

   

June 5 to 7  2015 At Ford Nationals at Car-

lisle Carlisle Fairgrounds 1000 

Bryn Road Carlisle 

 Carlisle Carlisle Fairgrounds 

1000 Bryn Road Carlisle , PA. 

PA 17013 (717) 243-7855  

   

June 13  2015 NJTA  All Thunderbird Car 

Show 

 9am.3pm Pompton Valley Presby-

terian Church 60 Sunset Road 

Pompton Valley NJ  

July `18 Nazareth Days Car Show Nazareth Boro Park 

Ford Nationals @ Carlisle 
Friday June 5th thru Sunday June 7th, 2015 

Registration is Now Open                  

www.carlisleevents.com 

Come celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the THUNDERBIRD! 

 

http://www.intl-tbirdclub.com/index.htm
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Jordan United Church of Christ 

 Saturday  May 14, 2015 was the Jordan United Church of Christ Car 

Show and Flea Market. Left the house about 7:45 and got on 309 / 78 

and headed north, I wasn’t on the road 30 seconds and here comes the 

rain. So I say to myself, self, do we go on or do we go home. I answered 

myself and said it’s wet now just go on and see what happens.  

       So I got there and there is one other T-Bird Alan Miller. So I sat in the 

car until it stopped and then made my way up the hill. Alan was waiting 

for me at the top under the overhang by the snack bar.  Since I didn’t eat 

anything at home bought a Sausage, Egg and Cheese Sandwich and a 

Coffee. So we stood there and I ate my sandwich and drank my coffee 

and Alan finished his coffee. Pretty soon Vince and Dennis got there then 

the Engles’ and the Millers then the Shafer’s and Mike Souders. So we 

had 11 members from the LVTC. 

There were some other cars a Corvette, 55 Ford, a Buick, a Ford 

Wagon, 54 Chev, 14 Challenger. The day turned out pretty nice and very 

warm.  
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1977 Ford Country Squire Ghost Buster Edition 

Thanks to all the LVTC members         

who came out  for this show 



Page 6  Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club 

True  Spoke  Wire Wheel  Story 

Dear Mr. Hollenbach and fellow Thunderbird Owners, 

I read with interest the excellent article you wrote for the Thunderbird Script, January/February 2015 issue. 

Truespoke Wire Wheel Company was founded in 1974 and we have been a provider of Thunderbird wire wheels for decades. My wife and 

I own a 1958 Thunderbird which is equipped with wire wheels as well. The problems you drew attention to are reported to us from time-

to-time. I would like to respond to your important points raised as follows: 

 

A)    When it comes to having inner-tubes fail repeatedly, there are a number of reasons why this occurs. The things we look out for are: 

1)    Inspection tags inside your tires. Nearly every collector-type whitewall tire we have seen is delivered from the manufacturer with 

small, paper-like tags glued inside the interior of the tire. I have personally found as many as 6 of them in a single tire. These tags behave 

like sand paper and become brittle enough to puncture the inner-tube. This problem is difficult to trouble-shoot if the tire technician is 

unaware of this potential cause. The tags are not easily removed and some technicians remove them with a grinder while others use a 

hair dryer to heat them up and take them off. The entire tag must be taken out. Do not leave any remnants or overlook any. 

2)    Tire mold marks. Some tires have sharp edges inside of them left from the tire mold. These can damage an inner-tube. Also look out 

for any retained pieces of rubber or foreign material inside the tire. 

3)    Improper installation by the tire technician. Some installers simply lack the experience to properly install inner-tubes. We have seen 

the tubes get pinched during installation, leading to failure. Avoid big-box type stores for tire and tube installation on wire wheels. These 

busy tire stores simply won't take the time generally to properly mount a tire on a wire wheel. Find a tire shop where the installer has a 

gray beard or bald head and has significant experience dealing with wire wheel installations. Each year it gets harder and harder to find a 

knowledgeable technician. Don't let a technician with zero experience even touch your wire wheels.  

4)    Chaffing around the valve stem. Some rubber valve stems can be damaged by rough edges and contact with the valve stem hole of 

the wheel. This rough edge can destroy a valve stem. Make sure the edges are smooth and that your valve stem is not too fat whereby it 

rubs on the valve stem hole. 

5)    Sharp metal edges on the nipples or the wheel itself. When we build our Thunderbird wheels, we grind the nipples down smooth and 

remove all sharp edges. We then apply a smooth layer of a 2-stage Dow Corning material that is very rugged, similar to truck bed liner 

material. The liner is then ground smooth. No flap or other protective liner is necessary. The tube will be safe due to these precautions. 

6)    When you purchase wire wheels, new or used, you should feel all interior surfaces to make sure there are no sharp edges. If you 

discover any, remove them or they will puncture your inner tube. 

7)    In a Thunderbird style wire wheel, the spokes are located near the front edge of the rim. This is referred to as a "lip-lace" or "bead-

lace". This style of wheel should always be used with the correct size inner-tube. Some owners are able to run this style wheel as tubeless 

but in nearly all cases, eventually, the bead of the tire will grind through the liner and allow air to leak through the nipples. Use radial type 

inner-tubes with radial tires and bias-ply tubes with bias-ply tires. 

 

Regarding the other problems Mr. Hollenbach raised in his article, I would respectfully point out: 

8)    Plumber's tape or electrical tape should never be used when inner-tubes are installed. These materials become brittle as a result of 

the 200+ degree temperatures that are experienced with a wire wheel assembly during use. The tape can degrade and form sharp edges 

that will pierce the inner-tubes and lead to failures. If you have these materials in your wheels, you should have them removed if you are 

running inner-tubes. If you feel you require a liner, you should obtain a proper "flap" to shield the inner-tube. Our website also tells how to 

build up a liner using 100% pure silicone. 

9)    Regarding spinner caps, our wheels use steel and our chrome does not chip unless it is handled improperly by the user. Most of the 

chips we have seen on caps and wheels are due to the owner scraping the wheel or cap when improperly trying to remove or install the 

cap. I have enclosed our instructions for installing and removing hubcaps.  

10)    Regarding rusty wheels, I would point out that wire wheels simply require more maintenance than a hub cap or a Cragar S/S that 

would look totally foreign to a classic Thunderbird. Wire wheels cannot be left wet and must be dried thoroughly after washing or other 

moisture condition. We recommend using an air hose, shop vacuum or even a leaf blower to thoroughly dry off your wheels after they 

become wet. If your car sits for longer periods of time, applying a thin coat of WD-40 is also helpful in fending off the tin worm. You are 

not doomed automatically to have rusty wheels and broken spokes if you properly care for your wheels. These maintenance steps are 

explained on our website FAQ section. 

  We have served hundreds of Thunderbird owners over the years and a gallery of photographs can be seen of our customers and their 

wonderful cars on this link: http://www.hobbycar.com/Thunderbird-Car-Show.html 

We also have a number of frequently asked questions that we have addressed on this link: http://www.hobbycar.com/FAQ.html including 

some of the questions you have raised.  

  In conclusion, before you give up on wire wheels, speak with one of the fine wheel builders that provide Thunderbird wire wheels. Some 

of the problems you are facing could be simple fixes. Please let me know if you discover any inspection tags inside your tires and do not 

hesitate to email us with any other questions. 

 We are always happy to answer any wire wheel or tire related questions from our fellow Thunderbird enthusiasts. The extra effort in 

maintaining your wheels and following accurate advice can lead to years of added beauty and enjoyment in your Thunderbird experience. 

Respectfully, 

http://www.hobbycar.com/Thunderbird-Car-Show.html
http://www.hobbycar.com/FAQ.html
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Brakes  

( If you want to stop Safe ) 
The whole thing started last fall when I needed new brakes of the shoe type.  

So I looked around on line and found new shoe brakes at ROCK AUTO, for $10.00 a pair at that price I bought 

two pair.  

Well I had them installed and they immediately started to squeal unmercifully, so back to my technician and he 

said that the drums should be cut. So we pulled the wheels and measured the drums and they were already 

oversized. Well by now the weather is starting to really turn cold so I put the car away for the winter, and that 

is where it stayed until this April. 

 Well now another culprit enters the scene, it is called a CRUISE-O-MATIC TRANSMISSION. I was 

going to have this rebuilt last spring but something else needed to be done so the tranny had to wait. Well this 

year was the time for the trans to have it’s turn and it turned out rather well except for the fact that the parts for 

the trans are no longer available so he had to use parts from a MERCO-O-MATIC and after the rebuild  I have 

to use Mercon- Dexron instead of Type – F Trans Fluid. The transmission works flawlessly and the bird has 

never run better since I have it. 

 Back to the brakes, well I hunted on-line for the drums I needed for the Bird and all I came across was 

drums that are 11 .03125 X 2.50 no matter where I looked Mac’s, Rock Auto, Dearborn Classics, JC Whitney, 

Larry’s Mustang & T-bird, Dennis Carpenter. So naturally I thought that was the only size of drums that are 

available. Plus they were only $70.00 per. So I ordered them they got here I painted them then took them to my 

technician who proceeded to put them on the car well he didn’t get real far when he found out that the drums I 

bought where way too small to fit over my brake shoes which happen to be 3.00 instead of 2.50.  

 So I called Pat Wilson T-Bird parts and asked what size the drums that he stocked are and said wait a 

second so he measured them and told me that they were 3.00 so I made a quick trip to Fredon,  NJ even though 

they were $130.00 per. Now comes the real trick when my Technician put the new drums on and I took the car 

out for a drive, it chattered uncontrollably, I thought the car was going to shake apart. So I took it back the next 

day and he took the new drums and put them on a brake drum lathe and proceeded to cut 0.00010 off them and 

afterwards the car stops like a dream. I just could not believe that little bit of run out would make the car act so 

badly. 

 So just a little word of advice before you buy on-line do a quick check on what is on your car before 

you order, you won’t have to go through the problems I did.  

         Tom Hollenbach 

Technical “Stuff” 
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JUNE 

  

MON 06/01 NORTH CATASAQUA CAR CRUISE AT NORTH CATASAQUA PARK PA 

    5:30-8:30 PM; Info Marc 484-560-1938 

06/05-06/07 FORDS AT CARLISLE www.carsatcarlisle.com 717-243-7855 

SAT 06/06 CRUISIN’ THE TRAIL IN FORKS TOWNSHIP PA 

    Sullivan Trail at the Park Plaza, 1800 Sullivan Trail, Forks Township, PA 

    5-8 PM; Door Prizes; 50/50; DJ Brian Keith 

    Host: Easton Area Corvette Club , email eastonareacorvetteclub@gmail.com 

06/12 CRUISE AT LUCKY STROKES GOLF, 7200 AIRPORT RD, BATH PA 18014 

    5:30-8:30 PM; Door Prizes, 50/50, Silent Auction; All vehicles welcome 

    Benefit Camelot House for Children; Website www.lehighvalleycruisers.com 

    Host: Lehigh Valley Cruisers; Contact Debbie 610-360-2632 or Dick 610-216-3510 

SAT 06/13 CRUISE TREXLERTOWN SHOPPING CENTER IN TREXLERTOWN PA 

    5-8 PM; Weather Permitting; All vehicles welcome; DJ Sensational Sounds 

    Host Mopar Madness www.moparmadness.org ; Benefit Dream Come True 

SAT 06/13 CRUISE NIGHT AT MACUNGIE MEMORIAL PARK, MACUNGIE PA 

    Wheels of Time Street Rod Association; 5 PM - ? http://www.wheelsoftime.org 

    Teeter-Totter 

WED 06/17 CRUISE QUEEN CITY DINER IN ALLENTOWN PA 

    5-8 PM; Rain Date Next Wed; $1 donation for Canine Partners for Life 

    Host: Found in the 60’s; Info: Linda 484-695-3698 or Smokey 610-333-6395; Door Prizes, 50/50, Tro-

phies 

SAT 06/20 CAR SHOW AT HALDEMAN FORD, 15485 KUTZTOWN RD (RT 222), KUTZTOWN PA 

    9-1 day; Rain or Shine; $10 Car Fee; All Makes & Models Welcome; 21+ Awards 

    All proceeds benefit the Breast Cancer Support Services of Berks County 

    Berks County Mustang Car Club; Info: http://bcmcci.com 

06/21 13TH ANNUAL CAR SHOW AT SILVER CREEK ATHLETIC ASSN., 2943 ROUTE 212, 

SPRINGTOWN PA 

    9-3; Rain or Shine; No Pets or Bicycles; All Makes/Models – Auto/Truck/Motorcycle 

    Info: SilverCreekAA@verizon.net or Web www.silvercreekathleticassociation.org 

06/21 CRUISE NIGHT AT THE COUNTRY SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER, 240 S. WEST END 

BLVD (RT 309), QUAKERTOWN PA 

    4-7 PM; No Rain Date; All makes, models, and years welcome; 50/50; Donations accepted for St. Isi-

dore Food Pantry (Quakertown) 

    First Pennsylvania Mustang Club; Info: Rich rjenders@verizon.net or Roger 215-896-4351 ** NEW 

CRUISE LOCATION ** 

06/26 CRUISE AT LUCKY STROKES GOLF, 7200 AIRPORT RD, BATH PA 18014 

    5:30-8:30 PM; Door Prizes, 50/50, Silent Auction; All vehicles welcome 

    Benefit Camelot House for Children; Website www.lehighvalleycruisers.com 

    Host: Lehigh Valley Cruisers; Contact Debbie 610-360-2632 or Dick 610-216-3510 

SAT 06/27 SAT CRUISE TREXLERTOWN SHOPPING CENTER IN TREXLERTOWN PA 

    5-8 PM; Weather Permitting; All vehicles welcome; DJ Sensational Sounds 

    Host Mopar Madness www.moparmadness.org ; Benefit Dream Come True 

June Show and Cruise info 

http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/
http://www.eastonareacorvetteclub.com/
mailto:eastonareacorvetteclub@gmail.com
http://www.lehighvalleycruisers.com/
http://www.moparmadness.org/
http://www.wheelsoftime.org/
http://bcmcci.com/
mailto:SilverCreekAA@verizon.net
http://www.silvercreekathleticassociation.org/
mailto:rjenders@verizon.net
http://www.lehighvalleycruisers.com/
http://www.moparmadness.org/
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FOR  SALE 

12-Volt Handheld Vacuum Cleaner 

 Powerful 12-volt Dust Buster motor for quick pick-ups 

 16' power cord with 12-volt vehicle power adaptor for extend 

        ed reach and convenience 

 1-step empty means hands never touch the dirt 

        On-board accessory storage so Dust Buster tools go where you  

        need them 

 

Contact Vince or Walt to purchase: $25.00 each 

BLACK & DECKER 12-Volt Handheld Vacuum Cleaner 

 

If you have something you would like to 
sell this space is available for club mem-
bers for three months, at no cost to you 
non-members $30.00 for three months. 
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App1.pdf
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Ford Nationals @ Carlisle 
Friday June 5th thru Sunday June 7th, 2014 

Registration is Now Open 

www.carlisleevents.com 

http://www.intl-tbirdclub.com/index.htm
http://www.intl-tbirdclub.com/index.htm
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