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For the latest Club Event Information, Call our Message Center:            

610-218-1500 

Or visit our Website:                                                                                       

http://lehighvalleythunderbirdclub.com 

    Opinions expressed by those who contribute to the THUNDERWORD    

Newsletter are their own and do not necessarily reflect the policy of       

LEHIGH VALLEY THUNDERBIRD CLUB Inc. 

    Likewise, the ad copy is as submitted by the advertisers and is theirs         

and may not be reproduced without their consent. 

THE LEHIGH VALLEY THUNDERBIRD CLUB 



President’s Message 

Seasons Greetings to Everyone! 

 I hope you all had a very Happy Thanksgiving and you have all survived the “Black Friday”  

ad bombardment! 

 Since there are so few Thunderbird Activities anywhere in our area, we included some 

extra activities to do in this news letter, like word searches, coloring and even baking!        

If you forgot some of the basics about storing your T-Bird for the winter, we even included 

that too! 

 2017 is quickly coming to a close, and we need to start preparing for our 2018 activities. 

Some of our annual activities have not been drawing the membership numbers we would 

like to see, so we need your input! Our Annual Nazareth Day Car Show does very well and 

is our main source of income, other than dues, so we will leave it alone right now…..BUT, 

what else can we do to get more of you involved? Please provide your suggestions to any 

Club Officer or Board of Director Member. 

So, I will keep this message short! Hopefully I will see you at our upcoming Holiday Party in 

a couple of weeks. We are getting calls about deadline to turn in your reservations. We 

need to give the facility an accurate headcount on December 4th….so hurry up and let us 

know if you are coming! 

Denise and I wish you all a Safe, Healthy, Happy and Family Fun Filled Holiday and a 

Great New Year! 

See you at the party, of our first General Meeting of 2018 in January! 

 Don’t forget to vote too! 

Best Wishes…….  Vince 

Board Members 

Jerry Engle                            

610-694-0728      

Bill Ingraham                         

610-841-9021      

Mike Melnyk                                   

610-279-6279    

 Alan Miller                                      

484-788-3931 

Dan  Mohry             

484-357-3385 

 

Club Officers 

Vince Luppino                 

President                     

267-808-1989            

Luppinov@verizon.net 

Tom Hollenbach         

Vice-President            

610-434-2777        

spokes5662@gmail.com 

Barbara Melnyk                                   

Secretary                     

610-279-6279     

Walter Fries Jr.          

Treasurer                    

610-759-4997           

wfriesjr@aol.com      

 

Newsletter Editors 

Tom Hollenbach             

610-434-2777        

spokes5662@gmail.com 

Vince Luppino               

267-808-1989            

Luppinov@verizon.net 

 2018 Membership Dues are due—- Form on page 6 

If you want to attend our Holiday Party, we need your info ASAP!  

Form on page 4 

Please vote ! Election information is on Ballot—- page 7 

Our first General Meeting for 2018 will be on SATURDAY, January 

6th at 1:00 pm @ The Borderline Restaurant . Please see page 3 

for more information. 

The Board of Directors wishes everyone a very Happy and Healthy 

Holiday Season! We would like to thank all our members that have 

supported and helped at all our functions in 2017 and hope you will 

continue to help out the club in 2018!                                                               

MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Board of Director’s Message 



 Upcoming Shows and Events 

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

December 10, 2017 LVTC Annual Holiday Party                                        

1:00 pm 

Iron Lakes Country Club                         

3625 Shankweiler Road                           

Allentown, PA 18104                                 

610-395-3369 

January 6, 2018 General Meeting                                           

and Elections 

Borderline Restaurant                              

2100 W Union Blvd                                 

Bethlehem, PA 18018 

January 20, 2018 AUTOMANIA                                 

Meeting for breakfast @ 8:30am  

Nick’s Diner                                   

1802 Tiighman St.                                    

Allentown, PA 18104 

AG HALL                                

302 N 17th Street                                       

Allentown, PA 18104 

January 27, 2018 Board Meeting Borderline Restaurant                     

@ 1:00pm 

February 3, 2018 General Meeting           Borderline Restaurant                              

2100 W Union Blvd                                 

Bethlehem, PA 18018 

February 24, 2018 Board Meeting Borderline Restaurant                     

@ 1:00pm 

Please Note:  

Pertaining to the General 

Meeting and Board of Direc-

tors Meeting, if you plan to 

have li, please arrive at 

1:00pm, otherwise, the actu-

al meeting starts at 

2:00pm.    

Borderline Restaurant                              

2100 W Union Blvd                                 

Bethlehem, PA 18018 

 

Happy Birthday ! 

                   

Barbara Melnyk    12/21  

  

Peter Tietjen     12/22  

  

Linda Lee Modin     12/25  

  

Tell  
Tell us if you have a Birthday in November that we missed  Please call (610) 434-2777 ! 





 

December Club Calendar 
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Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club 

 Official 2018 Election Ballot 

Instructions: 

1. Print your name here: ___________________________________________________________ 

2. You can either mail, email or hand carry this ballot and present to Club President Vince Luppino . If 

mailing or sending it via email, it must be received no later that Friday evening, January 5, 2018. If 

hand carrying it, please bring to our first 2018 General Meeting on Saturday, January 6, 2018 at the 

Borderline Restaurant at 1:00 pm. 

3. You may run for any open office or Board position, but you must have been a Club Member one full 

year before running for a position. 

4. You must “Check the Box” for each position or person you are voting for. An unmarked box indi-

cates a “no vote”. 

5. If running for a position, place your name or name of club member voting for on the “Write-In” line. 

Positions up for Election: 

A) Club Vice-President 

B) Club Secretary 

C) 4 Board Members                                                                                                                                                     

                VOTE 

 
Vice-President: Thomas R Hollenbach 

 
OR Write in: ______________________ 

 

Secretary: Barbara Melnyk 
 

OR Write in: ______________________ 
 

Board Members: Bill Ingraham 
 

OR Write in: ______________________ 
 

 
Mike Melnyk 

 
OR Write in: ______________________ 

 

 
Stephen Rivera 

 
OR Write in: ______________________ 

 

 
Open 

 
- Write in: ______________________ 

 





2. Detail your Car: 

Thoroughly wash and wax your car- paint, chrome and all. Take time to thoroughly clean the wheels and 

tires. It is important to clean your car to remove any contamination from the driving season that can damage the paint, wheels 

and chrome over time. A fresh wash and wax on your paint and chrome will keep corrosion and oxidation away. Use 303® 

Speed Detailer for a quick, showroom shine or 303® Spray Wax for a wax that will shine and repel dirt and grime for up to 90 

days. Apply a water-based protectant to the tires such as 303® Automotive Protectant™. It is also a good idea to use 303® 

Automotive Protectant™ on all of your vinyl and rubber seals. The water-based non- greasy formula of 303® will protect 

the plasticizers in the vinyl, keep the rubber door seals soft and prevent UV fade. A good vacuuming and interior detail is an 

excellent idea. That way you can get out any personal affects you may have lost and any remnants of food that can attract 

animals. 

3. Fill it up: 

Fill the fuel tank with fresh fuel and add STA-BIL® Fuel Stabilizer. Then run the car to circulate the stabilized fuel into the car-

buretor, fuel rails, injectors, etc. The more fuel in the tank, the less room there will be for air, which carries moisture that can 

lead to fuel contamination, rust and possibly phase separation within the tank. STA-BIL® contains corrosion inhibitors so any 

steel or aluminum that is below the fuel line will be protected from corrosion. 

4. New Oil and Filter: 

Change your oil and even your transmission fluid. Over the operating season your oil collects acids, dirt and water. These 

contaminates in your oil can cause corrosion and break down the viscosity of your engine oil. 

5. Check all of your Fluids: 

Double check all your remaining fluids- Power Steering, Brakes, Slave Cylinder etc. Grease all of your suspension fittings. 

Take special care in checking your Antifreeze to see if it needs to be changed. You can use an Antifreeze Hydrometer to see 

what the freeze and boiling point is of your coolant. 

 

http://www.goldeagle.com/product/303-automotive-speed-detailer/
http://www.goldeagle.com/product/303-automotive-speed-detailer/
http://www.goldeagle.com/product/303-automotive-spray-wax/
http://www.goldeagle.com/product/303-automotive-protectant/
http://www.goldeagle.com/product/303-automotive-protectant/
http://www.goldeagle.com/product/303-automotive-protectant/
https://www.goldeagle.com/product/sta-bil-fuel-stabilizer
https://www.goldeagle.com/product/303-automotive-protectant


6. Keeping out animals:  

To keep unwanted animals or insects from making your car a residence, put a plastic bag over the air cleaner/air inlet 

and exhaust pipe(s). Inserting steel wool in the tailpipe will keep any animals from making their way in. Check on your 

car periodically over the winter to look for evidence of animals. 

7. Double check your tire pressure: 

 

There are differences of opinion on this matter. Some collectors will put the car on jack stands under the suspension 

eliminating flat spots on tires. You want to make sure to put the stands under the suspension to keep the weight loaded 

on it. Older cars with bias ply tires seem to be more susceptible to flat spots as opposed to more modern radial tires. It 

is my opinion that for extended storage (over a year) it is probably a good idea to put the car on jack stands. Some Col-

lectors will overinflate their tires to around 45 psi to minimize flat spots, just make sure to double check your pressure in 

the spring and return it to the recommended psi before you take it out for a ride.                                                                                           

If you are like me and you can’t wait to get the car back out as soon as the weather breaks (less than a year of storage) 

then you should be ok with just parking the car and double checking the tire pressure when you go and get the car out 

in the spring. 

8. Windows:  

Roll your windows almost all the way up leaving them ever so slightly open to allow some air flow and open a box of 

baking soda in the interior to absorb moisture, there are also companies that sell desiccant bags that you can use. 

 

 



9. Battery Storage: 

                                                                                                                       
There are many different recommendations depending on your specific application. My recommendation is a general best 

practice for a majority of batteries out there powering collector cars.                                                                                                                               

Unhook the battery by removing the negative cable first and store it separately in a climate controlled place periodically 

checking the water level if applicable and charging it, or put a battery maintainer on it. You can also disconnect the nega-

tive battery terminal and hook a battery maintainer to the battery while it is still in the car if your car is in a climate con-

trolled facility.                                                                                                                                                                              

With some newer cars, it is not recommended to leave the battery disconnected. In this case, you can hook a battery 

maintainer on the battery while in the car. I suggest you consult your owner’s manual or the manufacturer for their specific 

recommendations for your model. 

10. Fogging an Engine: 

                                                                                                                                   If you’re going to 

be storing for a long time it might be a good idea to fog your engine. When internal combustion engines sit for extended 

periods of time moisture can make its way inside causing corrosion on the internal parts. This internal rusting can cause 

damage carburetor parts, valves and even rust cylinder walls seizing the motor completely. Fogging your engine in this 

case is spraying STA-BIL® Fogging Oil down the carburetor of a running car until it begins to sputter and almost die. At 

that point you shut down the car. You can stop there, but for added protection you can remove the spark plugs and spray 

some fogging oil into each cylinder. Doing this will stop corrosion on the internal parts of the engine as well as prevent the 

engine from seizing up. 

http://www.goldeagle.com/product/sta-bil-fogging-oil/


11. Cover the Car: 

Invest in a quality car cover that fits your needs. Cover Craft makes high quality covers for both indoor and outdoor use. 

You can order them custom fit or universal fit for almost any vehicle.   http://www.covercraft.com/ 

Indoor storage:                                                                                                                                             

You should be utilizing an indoor cover that is designed to be soft on the paint, stop dust, and still breathe so moisture 

does not get trapped under it. 

Outdoor Storage:                                                                                                                                            

If you must store your car outside make sure you utilize a specific outdoor car cover that is fitted to your car. Outdoor car 

covers are engineered to stop water and contaminates while still being breathable. You need to utilize a cover that is spe-

cifically fit to your car and tied down per the manufacturer’s directions. A poorly fitting car cover that flaps in the wind can 

do more harm than good to your paint. Finally do not use home improvement store tarps to cover a car. These typically 

polypropylene tarps are not breathable and can trap moisture under them causing humidity and corrosion under them.                                                                                                                                           

When the time comes to wake your collector car from its slumber you will need to uncover everything, hook your battery 

backup, double check your fluids and fire it up. I personally like to pull the car out of the garage onto dry pavement and let 

it get up to temperature before driving it. That way you will be able to check for any fluid leaks that could have developed 

over the cars downtime.  

 

http://www.covercraft.com/


Classic Christmas Sugar Cookie Cutouts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients: 

 

 

 

Steps: 

1) In large bowl, mix 1.5 cups of powdered sugar, the butter, 1 teaspoon vanilla, almond extract and egg until 

well blended. Stir in flour, baking soda and cream of tartar. Cover and refrigerate at least 3 hours. 

2) Heat oven to 375 F. Divid dough in half. On a lightly floured, cloth covered surface, roll each half of dough 

about 3/16th inch flat. Cut into assorted shapes with cookie cutters or cut around patterns previously traced 

and cut out. Place on ungreased cookie sheet. 

3) Bake 7 to 8 minutes or until lightly brown. Remove from cookie sheet to cooling rack. Cool completely, about 

30 minutes. 

4) Frost with icing of your choice. 

 

 

 

1.5 cups powdered sugar 1 egg 

1 cup butter or margarine, softened 2.5 cups all purpose flour 

1 teaspoon vanilla 1 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2  teaspoon almond extract 1 teaspoon cream of tartar 





 



Sunday, July 9, 2017 
Nazareth Park 

2:00 pm Walt 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

For more than two decades, Auto Mania has been Pennsylvania's biggest indoor heated swap meet and the tradition continues 

this year with support from Carlisle Events. The 59,000 square foot facility that is Agricultural Hall at the Allentown PA Fair-
grounds plays host to a wide array of vendors and attendees annually. This event is a great opportunity to interact with likemind-

ed enthusiasts in a family friendly atmosphere and is the perfect setting to buy, sell and trade all things automotive. There's a 
great array of parts, literature, services and more. Best of all, you're less than two hours from New York City, Philadelphia and 
Scranton with major roads like I-78, the Pennsylvania Turnpike and Route 22 all nearby. This event takes place no matter the 

weather and won't cancel, be postponed or rescheduled under any circumstance. Consider spending your weekend with Car-
lisle Events in Allentown for Auto Mania and jumpstart the New Year with great automotive excitement. 

 

January 19 to 21, 2018 

302 N 17
th

 Street                           

Allentown, PA 18104 

Event Hours                                                 

Friday: 12:00pm to 9:00pm        

Saturday: 9:00am to 6:00pm    

Sunday: 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Admission                                   
$10.00 Daily 

 

FIRST 2018 MEETING on SATURDAY, January 6th 

Location 

Borderline Restaurant                  

2100 W Union Blvd                        

Bethlehem, PA 18018 

@ 1:00PM 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLACK & DECKER 12-Volt Handheld Vacuum Cleaner  

12-Volt Handheld Vacuum Cleaner  

-volt Dust Buster motor for quick pick-ups  

-volt vehicle power adaptor for extend  

ed reach and convenience  

-step empty means hands never touch the dirt On-board accessory storage so Dust Buster tools go 

where you  

need them Contact Vince or Walt to purchase: $25.00 each  
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