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Vol.  9  Issue  2                   THUNDERWORD                      February 2022 

    For the latest Club Event Information , Call our Message Center 

610-218-1500 

Or visit our Website: 

http://lehighvalleythunderbirdclub.com 

Opinions expressed by those who contribute  to the THUNDERWORD 

Newsletter are their own and do not necessarily reflect the policy of the  

LEHIGH VALLEYTHUNDERBIRD CLUB 

Likewise, the ad copy is as submitted by the advertisers and is theirs 

and may not be reproduced without their consent 

THE LEHIGH VALLEY THUNDERBIRD CLUB 

 

 

                       Happy Valentines Day 
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PRESIDENT 

 

Board Members  

Jerry Engle  

(610) 694-0728  

Mike Melnyk  

(610) 279-6279  

Sandra Fries 

(610) 759 - 4997 

Catharine Krasley  

(610) 820-5326 

Stephen Rivera  

(610) 791- 4581  

Troy Miller  

(610) 416-2219 

Kenneth Andersen 

(610) 869-9107 

                                 Presidents Message 

Happy February : Fellow LVTC Members! Hopefully everyone 

faired well with the past snow storm this weekend and you 

all managed to keep warm and dry! January seemed to fly by, 

so hopefully the rest of the winter will too! The Carlisle Auto 

Mania went well and was fairly well attended. I was planning 

on attending the Carlisle version at the Carlisle Expo Center, 

but the snow storm put a damper on the travel plans, so I did 

not go. No word on how it went either. This weekend we will 

be holding our monthly club meeting at America on Wheels 

Museum. On the agenda is planning activities for the upcom-

ing spring through Fall Season, Pizza Party in March and our 

annual car show in July and we need to discuss a possible Fall 

Fling. Some other items that we need to address are the up-

coming Tech Competition, the GLVADA Auto Show and are we 

doing a Valentine's Day dinner. Read on through the news-

letter for more information. So, I hope to see you at the 

meeting, Have a Great February! Vince  
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As a member of our club, your privacy is important to us. We would like to offer all our members a 

club membership list that would list each member’s name, address, phone number and email address 

along with year and model of Thunderbird.  

If you are  ok with having your  information on the list, sign on line “A”:  

A: I am ok with having my name on LVTC Membership List : 

____________________________________________________  

IF you do not want your information on the club membership list, sign on line “B”:  

B: I do not want my information on the LVTC Membership List: 

___________________________________________________  

Thank You for your support of the Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club.  

The Thunderword is published monthly for the benefit of the Lehigh Valley 

Thunderbird Club. All members and advertisers are welcome to submit arti-

cles for publication at any time. Articles must not be copy protected , if so 

the copy right must accompany the article. Send all articles to the editor  

via e-mail  to spokes5662@gmail.com or the editors home address via snail 

mail. The editor with the approval of the president has the right to edit any 

article submitted for publication.  Questionable language will be omitted. 

Please understand we have a volunteer Newsletter Editor so try to submit 

typed and proofed articles, comments, for sale items, wants and needs. All 

articles must be received on or before the 20th of each month to be placed 

in the following month’s issue. All articles submitted become the property 

of the Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club. Any and all Tech Tips published by 

the Thunderword are merely reports of another person’s  experience in 

attempting to make improvements to their situation. The author, editor, or 

any member of this car club shall not be responsible for your outcome. By 

using the advice presented to you accept full and complete responsibility 

for the outcome.  
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General Meeting 

February 5, 2022   

           

         Our February General Meeting will be held at America on Wheels   

Upstairs in The Hub Cap Cafe 

Five North Front Street  

Allentown, Pa.  

!0:00 AM 

Coffee and Donuts will be served 
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War is truly hellish. But there are incredible stories of courage and survival within the horrors and this 

is one of them.  

  

Amazing Story——A RARE MIRACLE FROM WORLD WAR II 

  

   

B-17 "All American" (414th Squadron, 97BG) Crew  

Pilot- Ken Bragg Jr.  

Co-pilot- G. Boyd Jr.  

Navigator- Harry C. Nuessle  

Bombardier- Ralph Burbridge  

Engineer- Joe C. James  

Radio Operator - Paul A. Galloway  

Ball Turret Gunner- Elton Conda  

Waist Gunner- Michael Zuk  

Tail Gunner- Sam T. Sarpolus  

Ground Crew Chief- Hank Hyland  

   

In 1943 a mid-air collision on February 1, 1943, between a B-17 and a German  

fighter over the Tunis dock area, this became the subject of one of the most  

famous photographs on enemy fighter attacking a 97th Bomb Group formation  

went out of control,  

probably with a wounded pilot, then continued its crashing descent into the  

rear of the fuselage of a Flying Fortress named "All American ",   

Piloted by Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, of the 414th Bomb Squadron.  

When it struck, the fighter broke apart but left some pieces in the B-17. The left  

horizontal stabilizer of the Fortress and left elevator were completely torn away.  

The two right engines were out and one on the left had a serious oil pump leak.  

The vertical fin and the rudder had been damaged. The fuselage had been cut  

almost completely through . . . connected only at two small parts of the frame.  
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And the radios, electrical and oxygen systems were damaged.  

 

There was also a hole in the top that was over 16-feet long and 4 feet wide at 

its  widest; the split in the fuselage went all the way to the top gunner's turret.    

 

   

Although the tail actually bounced and swayed in the wind, and twisted when 

the  plane turned. And all the control cables were severed, except one single el-

evator  cable still worked, and the aircraft miraculously still flew!  

The tail gunner was trapped because there was no floor connecting the tail to 

the  rest of the plane. The waist and tail gunners used parts of the German 

fighter and  their own parachute harnesses in an attempt to keep the tail from 

ripping off and the  two sides of the fuselage from splitting apart.  

   

While the crew was trying to keep the bomber from coming apart, the pilot con-

tinued  on his bomb run and released his bombs over the target.   

 

   

When the bomb bay doors were opened, the wind turbulence was so great that 

it  blew one of the waist gunners into the broken tail section. It took several 

minutes  and four crew members to pass him ropes from parachutes and haul 
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When the bomb bay doors were opened, the wind turbulence was so great that 

it  blew one of the waist gunners into the broken tail section. It took several 

minutes  and four crew members to pass him ropes from parachutes and haul 

him back into  the forward part of the plane.  

   

When they tried to do the same for the tail gunner, the tail began flapping so 

hard  that it began to break off. The weight of the gunner was adding some stabil-

ity to the  tail section, so he went back to his position.  

   

The turn back toward England had to be very slow to keep the tail from twisting 
off. They actually covered almost 70 miles to make the turn home.  

   

The bomber was so badly damaged that it was losing altitude and speed and 

was soon  alone in the sky. For a brief time, two more Me-109 German fighters 
attacked the " All American" .     

   

Despite the extensive damage, all of the machine gunners were able to respond 
to these attacks and soon drove off the fighters.  

   

The two waist gunners stood up with their heads sticking out through the hole in 

the top  of the fuselage to aim and fire their machine guns.  

   

The tail gunner had to shoot in short bursts because the recoil was actually caus-

ing the  plane to turn.  
Allied P-51 fighters intercepted the "All American" as it crossed over the Channel 

and  took one of the pictures shown.  

   

They also radioed to the base describing that the appendage was waving like a 
fishtail . . . and that the plane would not make it and to send out boats to rescue 

the crew  when they bailed out.  

   

The fighters stayed with the Fortress, taking hand signals from Lt. Bragg and re-

laying  them to the base.   Lt. Bragg signaled that 5 parachutes and the spare 

had been "used" so five of the crew  could not bail out. He made the decision 

that if they could not bail out safely, then he would stay with the plane to land it.     
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Two and a half hours after being hit, the aircraft made its final turn to line up with 

the  runway while it was still over 40 miles away. It descended into an emergency 

landing  and a normal roll-out on its landing gear.  

   

    

When the ambulance pulled alongside, it was waved off because not a sin-

gle member of the crew had been injured.    

   

No one could believe that the aircraft could still fly in such a condition.  The For-

tress sat placidly until the crew all exited through the door in the fuselage  and the 

tail gunner had climbed down a ladder,   at which time the entire rear section  of 
the aircraft collapsed.       

   

This old bird had done its job and brought the entire crew home uninjured.   



 10 



 11 



 12 

 

 

                 THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST 

                THUNDERWORD  

NEWSLETTER UNLESS YOU PAY YOUR 

DUES 

BY THE END OF FEBRUARY 

$ 25.00 

FILL OUT THE MEMBERSHIP FORM IN  

THIS NEWSLETTER  

MAIL TO 

WALT FRIES 

70 GUM ST. 

NAZARETH, PA. 18064 

COME TO THE MEETING  

PAY YOUR DUES THERE 
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           Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club 

     New membership application fee $30.00      Renewal membership  application  $ 25:00                    

 Please  make check payable to LVTC                                                            

 Please mail your completed application form and  check for to : 

LEHIGH VALLEY THUNDERBIRD CLUB, INC.  

 Walt Fries  70 Gum St. 

Nazareth , Pa. 18064—1018 

(Please Print Clearly) 

Name : ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday : ____________________________ 

Spouse : ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday : ____________________________ 

Address : __________________________________________________________E-Mail address : ___________________ 

City : _________________________________________   State : ________________________   Zip : _________________ 

Home Phone:___________________________________ Mobil  Phone  : ____________________________________________  

Thunderbird  Data  :   (List additional cars on  a  Separate Paper  and  attach it  to application ) 

National  T– Bird  Club  : CTCI # : ____________  VTCI # : ___________  ITC # :___________ 

 Body Type : _____ Coupe  ______ Convertible ______Landau ______  Roadster _____ Hardtop _____  4– Door 

Year :  ________  Vin : _________________________________ License #  /  State  _____________________________ 

Current  Milage   : _________________________________    Color : ________________________________________ 

Collector  Insurance  Company  Name : _____________________________ Policy  # : __________________________ 

How do You Use your Car?  

Daily Transportation  ________  2nd Car  _________  Hobby ____________ 

How Would You Rate  Your Car?   ( 5 )  Show  to ( 1 )  Poor ________________________________________________  

Please  circle as many as best describe the condition of your Thunderbird : 

All Original       Needs Restoration        Do Not Have a Car 

Total Restoration      Restored  for Fun Use      Restored  for show only 

Please enclose two pictures of your Vehicl 
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Happy Birthday To 

Ron  Leibowitz  2/14 

                        Jerry Engle   2/17 

                                        Bob Free 2-19  

                                                    Dwayne Behler  2/20 

On the subject of Birthdays, Please when you fill out 

Your renewal membership please fill in your Birth Date  

Month / Day/ Year. 

The only people who see this are Walt Fries and myself 
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