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THUNDERWORD 
 Volume 10  Issue 5                                                                                                                                                                    May 2023 

 

For the latest Club Event information, visit our Website: 

https://lehighvalleythunderbirdclub.com 

Opinions  expressed by those who contribute to the THUNDERWORD newsletter are their own and 

do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club. 

Troy’s Trivia 

       1.  What was Memorial Day formally known as? 

       2.  When and where was it first observed? 

       3. When was new name  established and declared a                         

           National Holiday?       

(See page 23 for the answers) 
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President’s  Message 

Dear Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club Members, 

 I though we would be out on the Hex Sign Barn Road Rally today, but the weather 

had other plans! From what I see in the weather forecast, next Saturday is looking 

good and I am hoping it stays that way! 

 Since our car show season is starting, we will be running some articles on vehicle 

maintenance over the next several issues. In the Fall, I am working on an article about 

EV chargers for home use and things to consider before installing. This month, it’s 

about engine coolant and the various types. When I worked for Toyota, everything 

was simple….drive a Toyota, use Toyota parts, have the Thunderbird, built it with Ford 

performance parts, but now having a Hot Rod, made of various manufacture parts, 

mostly aftermarket, you have to know what you have and determine what is best for 

it. So, when was the last time you changed the coolant in your car? Did you ever have 

it checked? When mechanics or technicians tell me not to worry, it’s long life coolant, I 

now know they don’t have the proper knowledge! Coolant should be checked every 

two years or about 25,000 mile for protection level, overall appearance and any odor. 

So read the article in the newsletter about coolant types, pros and cons and some tips 

on checking your coolant. ALWAYS let your vehicle cool down to check the coolant, or 

else you can get burnt. 

We are starting to “gear up” for our Annual Nazareth Day Car Show. HELP from all 

members is greatly appreciated! Plus it will be great weather to enjoy some fresh air 

with a bunch of Thunderbird crazy friends! 

See you at the General Meeting, 

 Thanks……… Vince Luppino                                                                                                              

E-mail: Luppinov@verizon.net 

    Lehigh Valley   

      Thunderbird 

 Club  

Officers  

President 

Vince Luppino  267-808-1989 

Vice - President 

Tom Hollenbach  610-703-6315 

Treasurer 

Troy Miller 610-416-2219 

Secretary 

Barbara Melnyk  610-279-6279 

Board of Directors 

Jerry Engle  610-694-0728 

Claudia Hollenbach 610-392-4059 

Mike Melnyk  610-279-6279 

Dan Pruzinsky  484-934-7719 

Stephen Rivera  610-216-8051 

Wayne Schaeffer 610-258-2126 
Saturday, May 13, 2023 at 1:00pm    

Trivet Diner-Allentown                                                                                                          

4549 Tilghman Street                                                                                                     

Allentown, PA 18104                                                                                               

610-398-3886 
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 Upcoming Shows and Events 
DATE EVENT LOCATION 

Tuesday  May2, 2023                                   

7:30 pm 

 Board of Directors 

Meeting 
Via Conference Call 

Saturday                                                                

May 6, 2023                                                     

9:30 am 

Hex Sign Barn                          

Road Rally 

Starting Location “Closed Bank Parking Lot”   (next to 

First Commonwealth Federal Credit Union)                                  

at Rt 100 and Tilghman St                                                                                  

Allentown, PA 18106 

Saturday                                                                

May 13, 2023                                                 

1:00 pm 

General Meeting                    

Trivet Diner-Allentown                                                                         

4549 Tilghman Street                                                                         

Allentown, PA 18104                                                                            

610-398-3886 

Saturday                                                   

May 13, 2023                                         

5:00 pm to 8:00 pm  

MOPAR                          

Madness                                  

Cruise 

Emmaus Community Park                                                                   

1375 Shimerville Road                                                                         

Emmaus, PA 

Saturday                                                   

May 20, 2023                                         

2:00 pm  

ICE CREAM Social for        

T-Bird Appreciation Day 

The Inside Scoop                                                                                   

301 N. 3rd Street                                                                                   

Coopersburg, PA 18036 

   

Happy Birthday ! 

Thomas R. Hollenbach  5/27 

& 

Marty Breidenthall  5/28 
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   May   2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 

 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Ice Cream @        

The Inside Scoop   

at 2:00 pm 

Board Meeting 

@7:30 pm        

via Conf. Call 

General Meeting 

@ Trivet Diner 

at 1:00pm 

Hex Sign Barn 

Road Rally 
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      MOPAR MADNESS of Lehigh Valley 2023 Cruise Schedule  

           Location: Emmaus Community Park  1375 Shimerville Road  Emmaus, Pa 

 

 

 

                                                         

NO HOTRODDING, NO ALCOHOL PERMITTED AT ANY CRUISE EVENT 

All Makes and Models are welcome. 100% of your donations are given to DREAM COME TRUE, a charity for 

chronically ill children. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 8 (4-7pm)  June 10 5-8pm)  August 12 (5-8pm)  October 14 (3-6pm) 

April 29 (4-7pm)    August 26 (5-8pm)  October 28 (3-6pm) 

May 13 (5-8pm)  July 8 (5-8pm)     

May 27 (5-8pm)  July 29 (5-8pm)  September 30 (4-7pm)   

April 23 June 25 September 10 

May 7 July 9 September 24 

May 21 July 23 October 8 

June 11 August 13 October22 

April 19 (4-7pm) August 16 (5-8pm) 

May 17 (5-8pm) September 20 (4-7pm) 

June 21 (5-8pm) October 18 (4-7pm) 

July 19 (5-8pm) * All dates subject to weather* 

Open to all vehicles                                                           

Located in the Allentown Fairgrounds                         

17th & Chew Streets                                                                   

4 to 7pm except August 13th 4 to 8pm                        

Door Prizes & Specials with Good Food and Good Music 

Benefits: Mountainview Horse Rescue                                        

and other charities 

Open to all vehicles                                                           

15110 Kutztown Rd  Kutztown, Pa                          

Music by Hodge Podge Variety                                  

Door Prizes  - Trophies  -  50/50                                                                          

Great Food , Great Music, Great Fun!                                     

Benefits: Good Shepard and other charities                    

** 10% discount on dinner bill with door prize ticket** 

Two Great Locations for 2023 
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The Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club does not follow….WE LEAD! 

Join fellow club members on SATURDAY, May 20th at:                                          

The Inside Scoop ice cream shop @ 2:00pm to show off your                          

Thunderbird or “appreciation” of Thunderbirds! 

301 N 3rd Street 

Coopersburg, PA 18036 
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Test Strips - Be careful of expiration 

dates 

Coolant protection level tester 

Refractor to test coolant protection level and test PH levels 

Cooling system pressure tester– make sure you 

have the right adaptors for your vehicle and do not 

over-pressurize or you will cause a leak! 

Common Tools to test a cooling system and coolant 
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Troy’s Trivia 

 

1. Memorial Day was formally known as Decoration Day 

2. Decoration Day was first observed on May 30, 1868 at Arlington 

National Cemetery 

3. Memorial Day was declared a National Holiday through an act of 

Congress in 1971 



 24 

CLUB DAY Registration Form 

*** For 2023 Can register online @ awkscht.com *** 
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Join your fellow Lehigh Valley Club Members for an enjoyable run through the back 

roads of Pennsylvania, admiring the scenic lush countryside as it is coming into 

bloom. Oh, yes, you have to look for the Hex Signs on the barns, watch for animals 

in the road, maneuver some nice corners and even see some birds (real ones) in 

your travels. 

Look for final details in the April THUNDERWORD Newsletter, for starting location 

and finish locations. The Rally is not about speed, it is about accuracy and safety. 

Please note you can bring whatever vehicle you want, but since it is a THUNDER-

BIRD Club, T-Birds are preferred! 

Also, each vehicle will have to pass Tech Inspection to participate. A Copy of in-

spection form for Tech Inspection can be found on next page. 

Please let me, Vince Luppino, know if you are going to participate by 4/22/23. 

 

HEX BARN SIGN 

Road Rally 
Saturday April 29, 2023 

POSTPONED TO - Saturday May 6, 2023 
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A Coloring Page 
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THUNDERWORD Marketplace 

Set of stock valve covers for 2006 Ford Mustang with 4.6 V8. 

Asking $150.00 for set 

Contact Tom @ 610-703-6325 
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