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THUNDERWORD 
 Volume 10  Issues 6/7/8/9                                                                                                              June/July/August/September 2023 

 

For the latest Club Event information, visit our Website: 

https://lehighvalleythunderbirdclub.com 

Opinions  expressed by those who contribute to the THUNDERWORD newsletter are their own and 

do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club. 

Troy’s Trivia 

1. When did Congress actually vote for                 

independence from Great Britain? 

2. Who designed and built the LT5 engine 

for Corvette ? 

IT’S BACK! 

is  

back! 
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President’s  Message 

Dear Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club Members, 

 Yes, It’s Back! Thunderword is up and running again! The summer is 

flying by and so are the opportunities to get the T-Bird out and show 

them off!  

 Nazareth Day Car Show was a success. While the funds received from 

the car show were not what we expected, we still managed to donate 

$1052.00 to the Pediatric Cancer Foundation of Lehigh Valley and                

another $1052.00 to the Nazareth Area Food Bank!                                           

Well done Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club! 

 All Ford National hosted by Carlisle was very well attended. We had the 

opportunity to catch up with a lot of old friends. So much so, Skip from 

MATC,  Earl Dickenson , myself and Elliott Weiner (in spirit) looked at 

some hotels in Carlisle and arranged for a block of 25 rooms for next 

year. More info can be found in this newsletter. If you are going, please 

reserve your room ASAP. The more reservations we get, the more 

rooms the hotel will open to members at the price shown!! 

 Our Nazareth Day Car Show had some members from the Central PA 

Thunderbird Club attend, so I am planning the go out and participate in 

their Car Show in September. I have joined their club and it is a fun 

group of people, so if you are up for some fun and a nice drive to wake 

up your T-Bird, come out and attend too! A flyer is in this newsletter. 

 DON’T forget the NJTA / MATC/ LVTC “weekend trip the Marsha and 

Dwight Dixon has arranged for the group. Details of the trip can be 

found on page 6. Even if you do not want to stay for the whole event, 

you can take a “day” trip and participate in that days activities. Marsha 

will be providing an update to the schedule at our next General 

Meeting. I will ask Barbara to email it out to all also.  

See you at the General Meeting, Saturday, September 9th at 1:00 pm—

Trivet Diner 

 Thanks  and  Have a Safe & Happy Labor Day!  

 Vince Luppino                                                                                                              

E-mail: Luppinov@verizon.net 

    Lehigh Valley   

      Thunderbird 

 Club  

Officers  

President 

Vince Luppino  267-808-1989 

Vice - President 

Tom Hollenbach  610-703-6315 

Treasurer 

Troy Miller 610-416-2219 

Secretary 

Barbara Melnyk  610-279-6279 

Board of Directors 

Jerry Engle  610-694-0728 

Claudia Hollenbach 610-392-4059 

Mike Melnyk  610-279-6279 

Dan Pruzinsky  484-934-7719 

Stephen Rivera  610-216-8051 

Wayne Schaeffer 610-258-2126 
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Saturday, September 9, 2023 at 1:00pm    

Trivet Diner-Allentown                                                                                                          

4549 Tilghman Street                                                                                                     

Allentown, PA 18104                                                                                               

610-398-3886 

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

Tuesday                                                

September 5, 2023                                   

7:30 pm 

 Board of Directors Meeting Via Conference Call 

Saturday                                                                

September 9, 2023                                                 

1:00 pm 

General Meeting                    

Trivet Diner-Allentown                                                                         

4549 Tilghman Street                                                                         

Allentown, PA 18104                                                                            

610-398-3886 

September 20 to 24, 2023 
NJTA/MATC/LVTC                       

Weekend Trip 
See Page 6 for details. 

Saturday                                                   

September 23, 2023                                         

9:00 am to 2:00 pm  

Central PA                             

Thunderbird Club                     

Car Show 

Masonic Temple                                                                                  

1236 Holly Pike                                                                                  

Carlisle, PA 17013 

Sunday                                                           

October 8, 2023                                                    

9:00 am to 3:30 pm  

North Catasauqua                         

Autumnfest & Car Show 

North Catasauqua Park                                                                        

701 Grove Street                                                                    

N. Catasauqua, PA 18032 

Saturday                                                                

October 21, 2023                                                 

1:00 pm 

General Meeting                    

Trivet Diner-Allentown                                                                         

4549 Tilghman Street                                                                         

Allentown, PA 18104                                                                            

 Upcoming Shows and Events 

 

Alan Miller 9/2 Claudia Hollenbach 9/17 

John Mondin 9/5 Jane Reigel 9/18 

Harry Miller 9/6 Mike Melnyk 9/30 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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      2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 4 5 

 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

General 

Meeting 

September 
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      MOPAR MADNESS of Lehigh Valley 2023 Cruise Schedule  

           Location: Emmaus Community Park  1375 Shimerville Road  Emmaus, Pa 

 

 

 

                                                         

NO HOTRODDING, NO ALCOHOL PERMITTED AT ANY CRUISE EVENT 

All Makes and Models are welcome. 100% of your donations are given to DREAM COME TRUE, a charity for 

chronically ill children. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 8 (4-7pm)  June 10 5-8pm)  August 12 (5-8pm)  October 14 (3-6pm) 

April 29 (4-7pm)    August 26 (5-8pm)  October 28 (3-6pm) 

May 13 (5-8pm)  July 8 (5-8pm)     

May 27 (5-8pm)  July 29 (5-8pm)  September 30 (4-7pm)   

April 23 June 25 September 10 

May 7 July 9 September 24 

May 21 July 23 October 8 

June 11 August 13 October22 

April 19 (4-7pm) August 16 (5-8pm) 

May 17 (5-8pm) September 20 (4-7pm) 

June 21 (5-8pm) October 18 (4-7pm) 

July 19 (5-8pm) * All dates subject to weather* 

Open to all vehicles                                                           

Located in the Allentown Fairgrounds                         

17th & Chew Streets                                                                   

4 to 7pm except August 13th 4 to 8pm                        

Door Prizes & Specials with Good Food and Good Music 

Benefits: Mountainview Horse Rescue                                        

and other charities 

Open to all vehicles                                                           

15110 Kutztown Rd  Kutztown, Pa                          

Music by Hodge Podge Variety                                  

Door Prizes  - Trophies  -  50/50                                                                          

Great Food , Great Music, Great Fun!                                     

Benefits: Good Shepard and other charities                    

** 10% discount on dinner bill with door prize ticket** 

Two Great Locations for 2023 
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NJTA / MATC / LVTC Fall Gathering in New Jersey 
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Nazareth Day Car Show Donations Completed 

On Tuesday, August 15, 2023,   

Tracy Stauffer of the Pediatric 

Cancer Foundation of Lehigh      

Valley accepted the check in 

amount of $1052.00 from the 

Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club. 

On Friday, August 25, 2023,              

Cindy of the Nazareth Area Food 

Bank accepted the donation 

check of $1052.00 from the 

Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club. 

THANK YOU to everyone who made the 2023 Nazareth Day Car Show a                       

success.  Your generosity and hard work made it possible for the donations to 

our local community organization displayed above! 

Sincerely, Vince Luppino - LVTC President 
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Now that Daddy can’t take the T-Bird away, It’s time for  

FUN, FUN, FUN! 
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Holiday Inn Express & Suites                                                 

1501 Commerce Avenue                      

Carlisle, PA 17015                               

717-241-0052 
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Long Road Trip Checklist: Easy Items to do before you hit the road: 

 1) Change oil and filter  

2) Begin your trip with a clean car, both inside and out. It will help you find your map when you need it, etc.  

3) Try not to put luggage over the car. It creates air friction and slows you down – bringing more gas. If it is                      

 unavoidable, cover with strong sheet and tie them very well.  

4) Keep a small garbage bag inside the car.  

5) Change air filter.  

6) Check cabin air filter because you don’t want a musty odor coming from your vents.  

7) Cover headlights and front of the car with a protective sheet to prevent bug clogs or other damage.  

8) Get an extra set of car belts.  

9) Change spark plugs.  

10) Make certain your tire iron and jack are in the car. Check your spare tire.  

11) Pack a fire extinguisher.  

12) Bring towels for cleaning dirty windshields, spills, etc.  

13) Get a spare key for the car and keep it in your wallet or elsewhere on your person in case you lock your keys in the 

 car.  

14) Fix sun protectors for side windows and front windshield.  

15) Make sure you have your  music library up to date (You may lose service). Or your favorite CD’s iare in vehicle!  

16) Don’t forget any of those necessary cables; for your phone,  USB cables, camera chargers, etc. If you’re taking     

 photographs or videos, don’t forget the memory cards  

17) Sunglasses  

18) Bring a plastic funnel to add water or other fluids.  

19) Bring a water bucket in case you need to use a river or lake for emergency coolant. 

 20) Always fill your gas tank when it is half full. Don’t wait too long.  

21) Make sure your owner’s manual is on hand. 
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In addition, you should make a checklist of items to pack in a car survival kit.  

These can include:  

A chain or thick towing rope  

Jumper cables 

Flashlight and spare batteries 

Screw drivers and wrenches of different sizes that fit your vehicle 

Bungee cords , rope, zip ties and duct tape 

Pliers  

Hammer  

Before packing up, make one final check of the following:  

Tires condition. Check tires tread and look for signs of cracks, bulges, or other damage.  

Tire pressure, don’t over inflate.  

Wipers and wiper fluid. When the rain falls, you don’t want to discover your wipers are useless. In addition, bug hits 
can really mess a windshield, so you’ll need a full fluid reservoir.  

Check engine coolant, drive belts and condition of hoses. Service if necessary. 

 Check Horn operation, also take along some spare fuses.  

Check operation of all lights on vehicle, including interior and trunk lighting if equipped.  

Engine oil, power steering fluid level and condition, and brake fluid level and condition. 

Loose or corroded Battery Terminals/cables. 

Heater and Air Conditioner, if making a seasonal trip.  
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Troy’s Trivia 

 1. Congress actually voted for independence from Great Britian on July 2, 

1776. 

      John Adams, in a correspondence to his wife Abigail, actually referred to  

      Independence Day as July 2nd, 1776. 

2ND 

2. The LT5 engine used in the Corvette was designed by Lotus of England,  

    producing 375 HP and built by Mercruiser. It was available from 1990 to 1995.  

    Final production HP was 405. Lotus was purchased by GM in 1990 and then  

    sold to Romano Artioli I 1993. Artioli owned Bugatti at the time. 
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A Coloring Page 
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THUNDERWORD Marketplace 

Set of stock valve covers for 2006 Ford Mustang with 4.6 V8. 

Asking $150.00 for set 

Contact Tom @ 610-703-6325 
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