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THUNDERWORD 
 Volume 11  Issues 3                                                                                                                                                         March  2024 

Troy’s Trivia (Mike Melnyk in Troy’s absence) 

For the latest Club Event information, visit our Website: 

https://lehighvalleythunderbirdclub.com 

Opinions  expressed by those who contribute to the THUNDERWORD newsletter are their own and 

do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club. 

Answer found on page 14 

SAVE-THE-DATE 

SATURDAY 

APRIL 20.2024 

@ Hops Paddock 

Restaurant Sunday, March 10, 2024 @ 2:00 am 

1. Who came up with the name for the Thunderbird? 

2. What year did the porthole top on the Thunderbird first appear? 

3. What is the only engine offered in the 1958 Thunderbird? 
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President’s  Message 

 Happy March Everyone! 

 I hope everyone is doing well and you are enjoying the break in the 

winter weather. Hopefully all the groundhogs prediction of an early 

Spring holds true and we can get outside soon! 

 So. The Greater Lehigh Valley Area Dealer Association has asked our 

club to bring some Thunderbirds out to the Stabler Arena on Saturday, 

March 23rd. It is the 25th anniversary of the Auto Show, so I would like 

everyone in the club and all our past members who still have their 

Thunderbirds, along with local Thunderbird clubs to come out at show 

off your Thunderbird pride! 

 I was also able to confirm our Nazareth Day Car Show with the          

Nazareth Day Activity Committee, so we are good to go for Saturday, 

July 20th, 2024.  

 On Saturday, March 2nd, our LVTC Board of Directors are meeting to 

review club bylaws, new member information packet and 2024          

Nazareth Day Car Show. If you have any thought or suggestions, please 

feel free to send any club Board member of Officer the information. OR, 

while the room is small, you can attend. Location on page 3 of         

newsletter. 

 Carlisle Ford Nationals is coming up quickly and the turnout of our 

Thunderbird friends from other clubs look pretty good! Are you plan-

ning to come out? At least for a day? I would like to get a head count in 

May at our General Meeting. 

 Our Annual Pizza Party moved to April 20th. Why? Nicer weather and 

to get more members out to join the festivities! We have reserved the 

side room at Hop’s Paddock in Allentown, right down the road from the 

Parkland Dinner, so relatively easy to get too, with plenty of parking! 

Hope to see the lot full of T-Birds!                                                             

Speaking of which, Barbara Day, our newest 

member mentioned she did not see many T-

Birds at our meeting in January, so I just wanted 

to let her know that I brought my T-Bird to the 

February meeting for her. 

Okay, enough of me!                                                                                     

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next meeting on 3/16/2024!

Thanks, Vince 

    Lehigh Valley   

      Thunderbird 

 Club  

Officers  

President 

Vince Luppino  267-808-1989 

Vice - President 

Tom Hollenbach  610-703-6315 

Treasurer 

Troy Miller 610-416-2219 

Secretary 

Barbara Melnyk  610-279-6279 

Board of Directors 

Jerry Engle  610-694-0728 

Claudia Hollenbach 610-392-4059 

Mike Melnyk  610-279-6279 

Dan Pruzinsky  484-934-7719 

Stephen Rivera  610-216-8051 

Wayne Schaeffer 610-258-2126 

Stan Engler 484-545-8176 
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Saturday, March 16, 2024 at 1:00pm    

Trivet Diner-Allentown                                                                                                          

4549 Tilghman Street                                                                                                     

Allentown, PA 18104                                                                                               

610-398-3886 

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

Saturday                                                         

March 2, 2024                                     

1:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

LVTC Board of Director’s 

Meeting 

Sure Stay Hotel by Best Western                                     

300 Gateway Drive                                                               

Bethlehem, PA 18017 

Saturday                                                         

March 16, 2024                                     

1:00 pm  

General Meeting                    

Trivet Diner-Allentown                                                                         

4549 Tilghman Street                                                                         

Allentown, PA 18104                                                                            

Saturday                                                         

March 23, 2024                                     

9:00 am                         

THUNDERBIRD Display         

@ GLVADA                               

25th Annual Car Show 

Stabler Arena @ Lehigh University                          

124 Goodman Drive                                                             

Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Saturday                                                         

April 20, 2024                                     

1:00 pm  

PIZZA PARTY                                  

&                                                        

General Meeting                    

 Hops at the Paddock                                                            

1945 W Columbia Street                                           

Allentown, PA 18104 

 

 Upcoming Shows and Events 

   

Joan Jones  

 Virginia Schaffer 

  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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To All Lehigh Valley Members and Friends, 

 This Year marks the 25th Anniversary of the Greater Lehigh Valley Auto Show and our local 

Greater Lehigh Valley Dealer Association (GLVADA) is going all out to celebrate! From local  

celebrities, Mummer String Band, and National figures, like Ms. Pennsylvania, the car show 

promises to be an event! 

  The Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club has been asked to participate by displaying our                 

Thunderbirds on Saturday, March 23rd from 9:00 am through 3:00 pm.  I am asking that    

everyone makes an effort to attend with your Thunderbird.                                                         

We will have access to the Car Show, restrooms  and food will be available to purchase. 

OH, Did I mention that the GLVADA’s Director would like to get some photos of                          

Ms. Pennsylvania with the Thunderbirds. My thought was to let her pick the cars. 

  Afterwards, I was hoping we could all caravan to a local eatery for dinner. 

Location:   Display outside the Stabler Arena @ Lehigh University 

124 Goodman Drive                                                                                                            

Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Time to set-up: 9:00 am    I will bring donuts, you bring yourself drinks 

Show opens at 10:00am 

Display schedule: 10:00 am through 3:00 pm 

Caravan to Eatery: 3:30 pm 

Please make every effort to attend!  

          Let me know if you are coming  Via Email :  Luppinov@verizon.net                                            

OR by text at 267-808-1989                                                                                                        

OR give me a call at 267-808-1989 

Thanks, 

Vince 
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      2024 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

LVTC          

Board               

Meeting 

3 4 

National     

Hug a G.I.   

Day 

5 6 

National     

Oreo Cookie 

Day 

7 8 9 

National 

Meatball             

Day 

10 11 12 

National      

Girl Scout     

Day 

 133 

National Good 

Samaritan Day 

14 15 

Red Nose               

Day 

16 

LVTC            

General 

Meeting 

17 

St. Patrick’s 

Day 

18 19 20 

National                   

Ravioli                      

Day 

21 22 

National       

Goof Off         

Day 

23 

Thunderbird 

Display @ 

Auto Show 

24 

National 

Cheesesteak 

Day 

25 26 27 28 

Major League 

Baseball    

Opening Day 

29 30 

31 

Easter 

      

March 
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The Lehigh Valley Thunderbird 

Club is sponsoring a Thunderbird Car     

Display on Saturday, March 23rd from 

9:00 am through 3:00 pm at the                                   

2024 Lehigh Valley Auto Show 

ALL THUNDERBIRDS WELCOME! 
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This “Brain Teaser” provided by Jerry Engle 

 

 A woman shoots her husband.                                                                               

Then she holds him underwater for over 5 minutes.                                  

Finally, she hangs him!                                                                                              

BUT 5 minutes later, they both go out together and                      

enjoy a wonderful dinner together.                                                  

How can this be? 

The woman is a photographer 

She shot a picture of her husband,                                                                         

developed it and then hung it up to dry. 

 

SAVE-THE-DATE 

SATURDAY 

APRIL 20.2024 

@ Hops  at the Paddock  

1945 W Columbia Street                                           

Allentown, PA 18104 
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      MOPAR MADNESS of Lehigh Valley 2024 Cruise Schedule  

           Location: Emmaus Community Park  1375 Shimerville Road  Emmaus, Pa 

 

 

 

                                                         

NO HOTRODDING, NO ALCOHOL PERMITTED AT ANY CRUISE EVENT 

All Makes and Models are welcome. 100% of your donations are given to DREAM COME TRUE, a charity for 

chronically ill children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Apr13 (4-7pm)  May 25 (5-8pm)  Jul 27 (5-8pm)  Sep 28 (4-7pm) 

Apr27 (4-7pm)  Jun 8 (5-8pm)  Aug 10 (5-8pm)  Oct 12 (3-6pm) 

May 11 (5-8pm)  Jun 29 (5-8pm)  Aug 31 (5-8pm)  Oct 26 (3-6pm) 

  Jul 13 (5-8pm)  Sep 14 (4-7pm)   

April 28 July 11 September 8 

May 19 July 28 September 22 

June 9 August 11 October 13 

June 23   October27 

Open to all vehicles                                                           

Located in the Allentown Fairgrounds                         

17th & Chew Streets                                                                   

4 to 7pm except Sept 22 thru Oct 27 which will be          

3 to 6 pm. Door Prizes & Specials with Good Food and 

Good Music Benefits: Mountainview Horse Rescue                                        

and other charities 

April 17 (4-7pm) August 21 (5-8pm) 

May 15 (5-8pm) September 18 (4-7pm) 

June 19 (5-8pm) October 16 (3-6pm) 

July 17 (5-8pm) * All dates subject to weather* 

Open to all vehicles                                                           

15110 Kutztown Rd  Kutztown, Pa                          

Music by Hodge Podge Variety                                  

Door Prizes  - Trophies  -  50/50                                                                          

Great Food , Great Music, Great Fun!                                     

Benefits: Good Shepard and other charities                    

** 10% discount on dinner bill with door prize ticket** 

Two Great Locations for 2024 
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Now that Daddy can’t take the T-Bird away, It’s time for  

FUN, FUN, FUN! 
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Holiday Inn Express & Suites                                                 

1501 Commerce Avenue                      

Carlisle, PA 17015                               

717-241-0052 

As we have been mentioning in previous newsletters, a reunion of Thunderbird friends 

is being planned in conjunction with the 2024 Carlisle All Ford National. We secured a 

block of rooms in the Carlisle area for the nights of Friday, May 31 through Sunday 

June 1, 2024. This allows for the group being together for the evening, for breakfast, 

etc…. . We have 25 rooms held and the number can be  increased based on demand. The 

rate is $185.00 per night, which is discounted from the standard rate. Room reservations 

can be cancelled up to 6:00 pm the night of the reservation. The rate includes a breakfast 

and other amenities. We will also have use of a meeting room as a hospitality room. 

The hotel is located off I-81.                                                                                                  

The block of rooms will remain available up to 30 days  before the event,                                                    

SO PLEASE BOOK YOUR ROOM NOW IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO STAY! 

CALL the hotel and tell them you are  part of the                                               

THUNDERBIRD Friends Reunion. 
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Provided by Tom Hollenbach 
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THUNDERBIRD Club Day 

SUNDAY, August 4th 

Don’t Forget to Register! 
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48th Annual Nazareth Day Car Show 

Saturday, July 20, 2024                                           

9:00 am to 3:00 pm                                                                   

Sponsored by                                                                                      

The LEHIGH VALLEY THUNDERBIRD CLUB 

Proceeds Benefit:                

Nazareth Food Bank                      

and                                                     

Lehigh Valley Pediatric    

Foundation 

Registration  Information: 

Pre-Register by July 1, 2024 - $15.00 

Day of Show Registration - - -$20.00 

Rain Date: Sunday, July 21, 2024 

For Cancelation or Rain Date:               

Lehighvalleythunderbirdclub.com 

Photo Plaque Information:          

The first 200  vehicles that arrive at 

show between 9:00am and noon will get 

a photo taken of your vehicle, mounted 

to a plaque. Due to plaque assembly 

and photo development time, the 

“Photo Plaque” will not be available for 

pickup until 2:00pm. 

Parking:                                               

As you enter the park, you will be         

directed to the photo location, after 

which you will be guided to a parking 

space. If you wish to park as a group, 

please enter the park as a group so we 

came accommodate parking you all            

together. 

Directions:                                            
From 33: Follow RT 191 into Nazareth. At 

Broad and Center Streets, turn right onto 

Broad St. Follow Broad St. for several 

blocks and the Park will be on your left.              

From 22: Follow RT 191 North. At diner, 

turn left and continue on RT 191 into    

Nazareth. When RT 191 turns right, stay 

straight on Broad St. and follow to Park, 

which will be on your left. 

The Car Show is open to all Years, Makes 

and Models of Domestic and Foreign 

vehicles. Motorcycles are not permitted. 

We Support The Nazareth Food Bank. 

Please bring a donation to the show and 

drop it off at the Registration Table.          

A Representative from the Food Bank 

will be there to collect your donation! 

Tents:                                                                 

The Show has been averaging 230 vehicle 

in attendance. To maintain reasonable 

spacing between vehicles, we might not 

be able to accommodate tents by the 

vehicles. There are areas around the field 

were you may place your tent. Please 

work with our Event Staff. We want eve-

ryone to have an enjoyable and fun day! 

      Pre -Registration Form for 48th Annual Nazareth Day Car Show on July 20, 2024                                             

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Name: _______________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 

Address: _______________________________ City: ________________________ State: _____________ 

Zip Code: _______________ E-Mail: _________________________________________________________ 

Year: __________ Make: __________________________ Model: _________________________________ 

Club Affiliation: _______________________________________ Contact for 2025 Show:    YES         NO 

Mail Form with check ($15.00) to:  Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club Treasurer                                                                                     

                                             1041 Buggy Whip Drive                                                                                          

     Warrington, PA 18976                          

Entrants and participants of this event will release and hold harmless for damages or like causes any and all volunteers or others involved in preparation and/

or operation of The Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Car Show. 
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Troy’s Trivia 

 

1. Who came up with the name for the Thunderbird? 

Answer: Alden R. “Gib” Giberson named the vehicle. 

2. What year did the porthole top on the Thunderbird first appear? 

Answer: 1956 Thunderbird 

3. What is the only engine offered in the 1958 Thunderbird? 

Answer: 300 hp, 352 cid  V8 
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THUNDERWORD Marketplace 

SAVE THE Date  
Central PA Thunderbird Club Car Show                     

August 19th. 
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THUNDERBIRD Doodle Page 
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